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Agenda 

 
 
March 22          April 5 
 
12:00 pm Introduction        2:00 pm 
 
12:05  Enhancing and Maintaining One’s Own Professionalism  2:05 
 
12:30  Facilitating the Professionalism of Others    2:30 
 
12:50  Question & Answer       2:50 
 
1:00  End         3:00 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Description 
 
 
This course will focus on developing your own professionalism and interacting with others in the 
courthouse who may not be exhibiting proper conduct.   
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Online Resources  
 

 Website for the Chief Justice’s Commission on Professionalism, 
http://www.nccourts.org/Courts/CRS/Councils/Professionalism/Default.asp  

 Wright, Melvin. “I’ll See You in Court!” N.C. State Bar Journal, February 2012, 

http://www.nccourts.org/Courts/CRS/Councils/Professionalism/Documents/seeyouincourt-

feb2012.pdf  

 N.C. State Bar Rules of Professional Conduct, http://ncbar.gov/rules/rpcsearch.asp 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presenters 

Amy Funderburk 

Assistant General Counsel 

North Carolina Administrative Office 
of the Courts 

919 890-1302 

Amy.L.Funderburk@nccourts.org 

 

Amy Funderburk is an assistant general counsel to the NCAOC 
Office of General Counsel. Since 2010, she has advised Clerks of 
Court and other judicial officials as to Sovereign Citizens and varied 
areas of civil law including estate administration, civil litigation, 
incompetency matters, and other special proceedings.  

Before joining the Judicial Branch, Ms. Funderburk served as an 
Assistant Attorney General for the State of North Carolina where 
her primary responsibilities included representing the North 
Carolina Department of Health and Human Services in healthcare 
facility regulation, personnel matters, and workplace violence 
litigation. She began her legal career in the private sector and spent 
several years’ in general civil practice. Ms. Funderburk also holds a 
graduate degree in counselor education and prior to law school 
worked with behaviorally disordered children in the mental health 
system. 

Ms. Funderburk serves on the Tenth District Grievance Committee 
of the Wake County Bar and is a certified mediator with the Office 
of State Personnel.  She also serves on the Board of Tri It For Life, a 
women's triathlon training organization, and is an adjunct professor 
of law at the Norman Adrian Wiggins School of Law. 

http://www.nccourts.org/Courts/CRS/Councils/Professionalism/Default.asp
http://www.nccourts.org/Courts/CRS/Councils/Professionalism/Documents/seeyouincourt-feb2012.pdf
http://www.nccourts.org/Courts/CRS/Councils/Professionalism/Documents/seeyouincourt-feb2012.pdf
http://ncbar.gov/rules/rpcsearch.asp
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Presenters 

Matt Osborne 

Assistant General Counsel 

North Carolina Administrative Office 
of the Courts 

919 890-1301 

Matt.E.Osborne@nccourts.org 

 

Matt Osborne serves as an assistant general counsel with the 
NCAOC Office of General Counsel, where his work focuses on 
criminal and motor vehicle law, and legislative tracking. Matt joined 
the NCAOC in April 1996.  

Prior to joining the NCAOC, Matt served as a law clerk for the NC 
Supreme Court, spent time in the private practice of law, and 
worked for the NC Department of Justice. He received his 
undergraduate and law degrees from UNC-Chapel Hill.  

His interests include heavy metal, punk, jazz, New Orleans Saints 
football, and Kansas City Royals baseball. Originally from Cabarrus 
County, he now resides in Durham with his wife and two daughters. 
 

Melvin Wright, Jr. 

Executive Director 

Commission on Professionalism 

919 890-1456 

Melvin.F.Wright@nccourts.org  

Melvin Wright, Jr. received his undergraduate degree from the 
University of North Carolina in 1967 and his law degree from Wake 
Forest University School of Law in 1973. Mel was a private practice 
attorney for twenty-six years until he became the Executive 
Director of the North Carolina Chief Justice’s Commission on 
Professionalism in November 1999.  

In addition to his many years in private practice, he has served as 
President of the Forsyth County Bar Association and the 21st 
Judicial District, Chairman of the Ethics and Grievances Committee 
of the Forsyth County Bar Association, officer of Executive 
Committee of the Forsyth County Bar Association and the Forsyth 
County Criminal Defense Lawyers Association, Chairman of the 
National Consortium on Professionalism Initiatives, Chairman of the 
American Bar Association Standing Committee on Professionalism 
and on the Board of Directors for the North Carolina Bar 
Association’s BarCARES.  

He currently serves as a member of the National Legal Mentoring 
Consortium, the North Carolina Bar Association and the Wake 
County Bar Association Professionalism committees, the North 
Carolina Bar Association Transitioning Lawyer Commission, and the 
Advisory Committee for the National High School Mock Trial 
Championship. He is a member of the Wake County, North Carolina 
and American Bar Associations, the American Bar Association 
Center for Professional Responsibility, and the North Carolina 
Advocates for Justice. Mel has been awarded the Bronze Star and 
Air Medal for his service in Vietnam; the Order of the Long Leaf 
Pine, the Wake County Bar Association Professionalism Award, the 
Chief Justice’s Professionalism Award, and the Robinson O. Everett 
Professionalism Award from the Campbell University School of Law. 
He has also received the Martindale Hubbell AV Rating.  

Lastly, Mel is an adjunct professor at both the University of North 
Carolina School of Law and the Norman Adrian Wiggins School of 
Law at Campbell University, teaching Professional Responsibility.  
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